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ATI  - Access to Information  
BTI  - Bertelsmann Stiftung's Transformation 
CEDAW               - Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women 
CHRAGG - Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance 
CORI                    -       Coalition on the Right to Information Tanzania 
CRC  - Constitutional Review Commission 
CSO  - Civil Society Organization 
GIS  - Global Information Society 
IFEX  - International Freedom of Expression Exchange 
LHRC  - Legal and Human Rights Centre 
MCT  - Media Council of Tanzania 
MISA-TAN - Media Institute for Southern Africa Tanzania Chapter 
NBS  - National Bureau of Statistics 
NGO  - Non-Governmental Organization 
OHCHR  - Office of United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  
REPOA  - Research on Poverty Alleviation 
TANGO  - Tanzania Association of Non-Governmental Organizations 
TEF  - Tanzania 9ŘƛǘƻǊǎΩ Forum 
THRDC  - Tanzania Human Rights 5ŜŦŜƴŘŜǊǎΩ Coalition 
USAID  - United States Agency for International Development 
ZLSC  - Zanzibar Legal Services Centre 
 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 
 



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tanzania is a politically stable country often referred to as an island of peace (Erickson, 2012) 
in the region. It has enjoyed this stability since independence. The country has gone through 
major changes mainly from socialism to liberalism when it was taken along with the third of 
wave of democratization (Huntington, 1993) in the early 1990s.  
 
Consequently, the country reformed its political system from a single party to a multi-party 
system as well as adopting policies that widened and expanded registration of civil society 
groups and other forms of associations. Such reforms simultaneously happened in other 
countries in East Africa; for example, the multi-party system was adopted in Kenya and Uganda 
as well. Despite such reforms, various international and national reports have suggested for 
years that civic space in Tanzania is constrained (international reports include for example 
CIVICUS, Freedom House; national reports include for example LHRC, REPOA).  
 
The most recent Tanzanian elections in October 2015 were widely believed to be the most 
competitive since the introduction of multi-party politics, as a unified opposition presented a 
real challenge to the ruling party. Nonetheless, the ruling party (CCM), which has led the 
country since independence, retained power. At the same time, 2015 also saw the introduction 
of legislation and political processes (most notably the 2015 Cybercrimes Act) that prompted 
critique from national and international actors with an interest in civic space. Within this 
context, we have examined the status of civic space in Tanzania along several dimensions, 
focusing mostly on the period 2010-2015. 
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