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INTRODUCTION

Tanzanias a politically stable country often referredto asan islandof peace(Erickson2012)
in the region.It hasenjoyedthis stability sinceindependenceThecountry hasgonethrough
major changesmainly from socialismto liberalismwhen it wastakenalongwith the third of
waveof democratization(Huntington,1993)in the early 1990s.

Consequentlythe country reformed its political systemfrom a singleparty to a multi-party

systemas well as adopting policiesthat widened and expandedregistration of civil society
groups and other forms of associations.Suchreforms simultaneouslyhappenedin other

countriesin EastAfrica;for example the multi-party systan wasadoptedin KenyaandUganda
aswell. Despitesuchreforms, variousinternational and national reports have suggestedor

yearsthat civic spacein Tanzanias constrained(international reports include for example
CIVICUS;reedomHouse;nationalreports includefor exampleLHRCREPOA).

The most recent Tanzaniarelectionsin October2015 were widely believedto be the most

compettive sincethe introduction of multi-party politics,asa unified oppositionpresenteda

real challengeto the ruling party. Nonethelessthe ruling party (CCM),which has led the

countrysinceindependenceretainedpower. At the sametime, 2015alsosawthe introduction

of legislationand political processegmost notably the 2015 Cybercrimedct) that prompted

critigue from national and international actors with an interest in civic space.Within this

context, we have examinedthe status of civic spacein Tanzaniaalong severaldimensions,
focusingmostlyon the period20102015.



