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Twaweza’s Aidan Eyakuze elected as Civil Society Co-Chair of the Open
Government Partnership
Thursday 24 September: Twaweza’s Executive Director, Aidan Eyakuze, has been elected as Civil Society
Co-Chair of the Open Government Partnership (OGP). His term as Lead Co-Chair alongside the
Government of Italy will begin in late 2021. Until then, and in collaboration with the Government of
Italy, he will support the new Lead Co-Chairs, Maria Baron, Executive Director of Directorio Legislativo,
and the Government of South Korea, to advance the work of the Partnership.
This is the second time that Tanzania, and Twaweza in particular, has produced the Civil Society CoChair, who serve in their personal capacity, for the OGP. It comes at a time when Africa’s presence on
the Steering Committee includes civil society leaders such as Lysa John, Secretary-General of Civicus,
Stephanie Muchai of Hivos and Oluseun Onigbinde, founder of BudgIT. The governments of Nigeria and
Kenya also serve on the Steering Committee.
Founded in 2011 by eight governments (Brazil, Indonesia, Mexico, Norway, the Philippines, South Africa,
the United Kingdom and the United States) and civil society leaders, the Open Government Partnership
inspires and supports governments to work in partnership with civil society and the private sector to cocreate and implement ambitious open government reforms. Since its inception in 2011, OGP has grown
to 78 participating countries and a growing number of local governments.
Aidan Eyakuze proposes to focus on defending civic space across the partnership so that citizens can
make government more accountable, deepening open government principles and practices at local
government levels where most citizens have their most direct and frequent encounters with
government, and demonstrating how open government can directly improve quality of life for citizens.
Aidan Eyakuze said: “I have learnt a great deal from my four years of close engagement with the Open
Government Partnership. I look forward to co-leading, with the Government of Italy, the courageous
global community of activists and reformers who breathes daily life into the promise of government
working for the people.”
---- Ends ---For more information: Risha Chande, rchande@twaweza.org +255 (0) 656 657 559
Notes to Editors
Twaweza works to demonstrate how citizens can come together to collectively address their problems,
and make government work better for them; enable citizens’ voices, interests and experiences to be
heard and taken seriously in decision-making; promote and protect open civic space which enables
citizens to freely assemble or organise, speak and act in Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda. We have
programs, staff and offices across all three countries, and a globally respected practice of learning,
monitoring and evaluation. Our flagship programs include Sauti za Wananchi, Africa’s first nationally
representative mobile phone survey. We undertake effective public and policy engagement, through
powerful media partnerships and global leadership of initiatives such as the Open Government
Partnership (OGP) and the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data (GPSDD).
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