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#Bungelive

The data presented below come from Sauti za Wananchi, a nationally-representative, high-frequency mobile phone panel survey.
The data were collected from a representative sample of 1,815 citizens of Mainland Tanzania between 29 March and 12 April 2016.

Fact 1. Four in ten Tanzanians have watched live TV
broadcasts from parliament.

Four in ten Tanzanians report having watched live
broadcasts from parliament on TV, and six in ten report
having listened to live radio broadcasts from parliament.

Have you followed a parliamentary session live on
TV or radio? Those answering "Yes"

TV Radio

Fact 2. Among those who watch or
listen to broadcasts from parliament,
most have done so recently.

Over half of those who report having
watched or listened to TV or radio
broadcasts from parliament say they
have done so in the past two months. 34% 34%
Roughly a quarter watched or listened
in the past month, and around a third
did so 1-2 months ago. Again, this
shows that public interest in televised

When was the last time you watched a parliament session on TV, or
listened on the radio?
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Fact 3. Eight out of ten disapprove of
the decision to stop live coverage of A few weeks ago the government said they will not run/allow live
parliament. coverage of parliament. What do you think of this decision?
A strong majority (79%) of Tanzanian n I
citizens said either that they ~u pprove/stroongy approve
disapprove or strongly disapprove of 12%
the government’s decision to end live __ I have not heard of this
broadcasts from parliament. Further, 10%
within this group, most stated that
they “strongly disapprove” (57%;
not shown in chart). This shows that
feelings run h’lgh on th!s issue, and the Disapprove / strongly disapprove
governments’ position is not supported 79%
by the public.
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Fact 4. Almost all Tanzanians think it is important that
parliamentary sessions are aired live on TV and radio.
Asked whether it is important for parliamentary sessions
to be broadcast live on TV and radio, the vast majority
(92%) stated that this is indeed important.

Do you think it is important for parliamentary
sessions to be aired live on TV/Radio?

Fact5. Top reasons for the importance of Why do you think it is important for parliament session
live broadcasts from parliament include to be aired live on TV/Radio?

following up on MPs’ performance, and

citizens’ right to know. | like to know if MPs really carry out their

Close to half (46%) of those who felt responsibilities and truly represent citizens
it is important that parliamentary

sessions should be broadcast live gave Itis my right as a citizen to know what
following up on MPs’ performance as is going on in parliament
one reason. A similar number (44%)

said it was important because citizens You get trusted information because you
have the right to know what is going on can hearand see it personally
in.parliame.nt. A smaller number (29%) It enables citizens to get detailed
said that live broadcasts were more information rather than reading newspaper
trustworthy, as viewers/listeners can see headlines

and hear proceedings for themselves.
lam able to know and follow up on the
parliament discussions on time

Fact 6. Even when reminded of the high cost of live broadcasts, public support remained strong.

When asked to choose between two alternative statements regarding live TV and radio broadcasts from parliament,
each asking whether the cost could be justified, citizens responded strongly that the costs are worth paying. 88% stated
that sessions should be aired live irrespective of the cost, compared to just 12% who felt it was important to think
of the budgetary implications. Similarly, 80% felt that live broadcasts from parliament are just as important as other
issues, and just 20% felt the money should be spent on public services instead. Finally, there was strong support for
allowing non-government media to broadcast from parliament if the government feels it cannot justify the cost.

Please select the statement with which you agree most

Bunge sessions should be aired live,
irrespective of the cost, as it’s part of
citizens’ right to information

The government does not have to air
bunge sessions live if doing so would
constrain other spending

Live airing of bunge sessions is
important; government should ensure
it receives similar treatment as other
important issues

Instead of live airings of bunge sessions,
the government should use that money
on things like education, health and water

Other media should be allowed to air Only state broadcasting media (TBC)

live bunge sessions if the government 5 should be allowed to broadcast live
75% 25% .
cannot afford to do so bunge sessions



