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HOW IS IT THAT DESPITE ALL THE INVESTMENT WE ARE MAKING, 
AND WITH HIGHER ENROLMENT, BETTER ATTENDANCE AND MORE 
TEACHERS, LEARNING OUTCOMES ARE NOT IMPROVING? 

INTRODUCTION

John Mugo1 

The assessment was conducted fully 
in 155 of 158 districts2, covering a 

Areas and 62,089 households. A total 
of 135,109 children were assessed. 

in 4,441 schools, capturing the basic 
indicators of the public primary 
schools in which most of the children 

were enrolled. A total of 9,300 

and engaged as Uwezo volunteers, 
who conducted the survey under 
supervision and oversight from 156 
District Coordinators and 45 trainers. 
Data were entered in the Uwezo Data 
Centre in Nairobi, and cleaned and 
analyzed with support from various 
data experts. 

coincided with the year 2015, when 
Kenya was meant to have achieved 

that were set in Dakar, Senegal in 
the year 2000. Of greatest interest to 
Uwezo is Goal Six, which promised 
‘Improving all aspects of the 

excellence of all so that recognized 
and measurable learning outcomes 
are achieved by all, especially in 

skills.’  The 2013 Uwezo assessment 
measured the ability of children to 
read and comprehend English and 
Kiswahili, as well as complete basic 
numeracy tasks, all pegged at the 
Standard 2 level and thus provides 
rich insight into progress towards the 

This is Uwezo’s fourth 
learning assessment report 

presented in this report 

relevant: Are Our Children Learning? 

the years, and this fourth round 

in learning outcomes: only 3 out 
of 10 children in Standard 3 can do 
Standard 2 work. On average, 1 out 
of 10 children in Kenyan primary 

competencies of Standard 2. 

It is not all bad news. Looking at 
school indicators, both pupil and 

to have improved, as well as the 

pre-school. However, geographical 

urban and more developed areas. 

1

Voice at Twaweza East Africa, and was the 
leader of the Uwezo Kenya team when the 
assessment was conducted in 2013. 
2

in Samburu North due to insecurity, while 

problems. Though an assessment was 
conducted, data from Kirinyaga district was 
excluded because it could not meet all the 
data standards set for the Uwezo report. 
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Tusome program 

 Tayari

Ni mimi. Ni wewe. Ni sisi

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
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FACT 3 THE NUMBER OF OUT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN IS INCREASING GRADUALLY

NATIONALLY, ONLY 3 OUT 
OF 10 CHILDREN IN CLASS 3 
CAN DO CLASS 2 WORK, THE 
SAME AS IN PREVIOUS 
YEARS. 

ALTHOUGH 9 OUT OF 10 CLASS 8 CHILDREN CAN DO CLASS 2 
LEVEL WORK, THIS STILL MEANS THAT 1 OUT OF EVERY 10 
KENYAN CHILDREN ARE COMPLETING PRIMARY SCHOOL 

WITHOUT HAVING FULLY MASTERED CLASS 2 SKILLS.

LEARNING LEVELS ARE STATICFACT 1

FACT 4 FACT 5GEOGRAPHIC DISPARITIES 
PERSIST

MORE CHILDREN AGED 3-5 YEARS 
ARE ENROLLING IN PRE-SCHOOL

IN 2013, 10% OF CHILDREN 
AGED 6-13 WERE OUT OF 

SCHOOL.

SLIGHTLY MORE BOYS THAN GIRLS AGED 
6-13 WERE OUT OF SCHOOL BUT THESE 

DIFFERENCES ARE UNLIKELY TO BE 
STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT.

MOST OF THE OUT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN WERE FOUND 
IN ARID COUNTIES SUCH AS BARINGO AND WEST POKOT, 

AND URBAN DISTRICTS WITH LARGE SLUM 
POPULATIONS, SUCH AS NAIROBI NORTH.

MANY CHILDREN DO 
ATTEND PRE-SCHOOL, IN 

TOTAL 64% OF 
CHILDREN AGED 3-5 ARE 

ENROLLED.

HOWEVER, 21% OF 
CHILDREN IN PRIMARY 
SCHOOL HAD NEVER 

ATTENDED PRE-SCHOOL.

ARID DISTRICTS HAVE 
MUCH LOWER LEARNING 
LEVELS THAN URBAN AND 
AGRICULTURALLY RICH 
RURAL DISTRICTS

FACT 2 MORE PUPILS AND TEACHERS ARE IN SCHOOL DAILY

UWEZO 2013 FIVE FACTS 

64%

PUPIL ATTENDANCE AT SCHOOL 
ON THE DAY OF UWEZO’S VISIT 

IS HIGH, AT 91%. 

0

20

40

60

80

91

GIRLS ATTEND SCHOOL MORE 
REGULARLY THAN BOYS, 

ESPECIALLY IN UPPER PRIMARY.

10%

TEACHERS’ DAILY 
ATTENDANCE IS ALSO 

HIGH, AT 88%.

88%

79%
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KEY FINDINGS 
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READING KISWAHILI 2013
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Children in Class 3 who can read a Class 2 Kiswahili story (hadithi) %
 Districts with lowest levels Districts with highest levels

6      75

7      73 
     67 

10      63
10 Nyeri North      63 

          35

Fig 1: Children who can read Kiswahili by class (%) 
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READING ENGLISH 2013

N
Children in Class 3 who can read a Class 2 English story (%)

Districts with lowest English 
reading levels

Districts with highest English 
reading levels

5 77
75
61

          30
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Figure 2: Children who can read English by class (%)
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NUMERACY LEVELS 2013

N
Children in Class 3 who can solve a Class 2 division problem (%)

Districts with the lowest 
numeracy levels

Districts with the highest 
numeracy levels

0 64
2 Nyeri North 63
3
6 Limuru 56
7 56

             31

Figure 3:  Children who can do numeracy by class (%)
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

 Class

Boys Girls All Boys Girls All

Class 1-3 64 64 64 61 61 61

Class 4-5

Class 6-8 95 95 94 93 93 93

Average 77

Out of school 55 54 54 51 51 51

Table 4: Children who can name parts of a tree (%) 
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2015: HAS KENYA ACHIEVED THE 
EDUCATION FOR ALL GOALS?

I
Uwezo report collected data on the 

Early Childhood Care 
and Education

EFA Goal 1.

Age category In pre-
school In primary school

Not in 
school Total

Other

Age 3 All 44 0 0 0 56 100

Age 4 All 67 0 0 0 33 100

Age 5 All 70 12 3 0 16 100

Age 6 All 25 52 13 0 10 100

Age 6+ All 2 9 1 7 100

21

are currently enrolled in primary 

Table 5: Children in and out of pre-school (%)
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Access and completion, 
particularly for girls and 
ethnic minorities

EFA Goal 2 

Wajir 25
Mandera 29
Marsabit 35
Garissa 41
Tana River 44
Samburu 49
Turkana 60

64

Table 7: Children in and out of school

Children in and out of school (%)
Age group Total

Other

Age 6-16 All 75 14 1 10 100
Age 6-16 Boys 75 14 1 10 100
Age 6-16 Girls 75 15 1 9 100
Age 6-13 All 74 16 0 10 100
Age 6-13 Boys 74 16 0 10 100
Age 6-13 Girls 74 16 0 10 100
Age 14-16 All 7 3 100
Age 14-16 Boys 7 3 9 100
Age 14-16 Girls 3 100

Marsabit 40
Garissa 32
Turkana 32
Tana River 26
Wajir 22
Samburu 21
Mandera 19

10
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children are not enrolled in or 

underage children while later 

Age Total
Under 6 6 7 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Class 1 9 37 27 14 6 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 100
Class 2 2 13 26 27 14 10 3 2 1 1 1 1 100
Class 3 1 4 11 25 23 19 7 6 3 1 1 1 100
Class 4 0 1 3 10 29 13 14 7 3 1 1 100
Class 5 0 0 2 4 7 22 17 22 13 7 4 2 100
Class 6 0 0 0 1 2 9 13 29 21 15 7 4 100
Class 7 0 0 0 0 1 2 4 25 23 15 11 100
Class 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 7 17 25 22 100

Level Children reading levels by 
grade of drop out

 In-school children reading 
levels by grade

Class 3 16 35

Class 4 33 59

Class 5 47 73

Class 6 62

Class 7 79 93

Level Children reading levels by 
grade of drop out

In-school children reading 
levels by grade

Class 3 12 230

Class 4 30 53

Class 5 39 69

Class 6 55

Class 7 76 92

Table 9: Children in Class by age (%)

Table 10: Children in and out of school who can read a Class 2 Kiswahili story (%)

Table 11: Children in and out of school who can read a Class 2 English story (%)
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Improvement in adult 
education, especially for 
women

EFA Goal 4

Gender parity and 
achieving gender 
equality

EFA Goal 5 Quality of education and 

EFA Goal 6 

Table 12: Gender gap, Class 3 in numeracy and literacy, (%)

Class 3 who can 
read a story in 
Kiswahili (%)

Class 3 who can 
read a story in 
English (%)

Class 3 who can 
solve division 
problem (%)

Children 6-13 
out of 
school (%)

Gender 
of Class 2 
teacher (%)

Total Total Total Total

33 37 35 31 30 31 32 31 10 10 10 29 71



Are Our Children Learning? | Literacy and Numeracy in Kenya | 2014    17   

Conclusion

2011 2013

enrolment 52 37

35 30

2011 2013

3 2

3 2

3 2
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COUNTY REPORTS
Data from Kirinyaga are not available and 
so are not presented here
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NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

BARINGO

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Baringo Central 21% 20% 28% 27% 25% 18%

Baringo North 29% 15% 35% 21% 31% 17%

East Pokot 23% 27% 33%

Koibatek 29% 30% 40% 40% 33% 30%

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Koibatek

of visit Koibatek

day of visit Koibatek

Baringo North

Children in pre-school (3-5 years) Koibatek

  Class 2 teacher in-service training and training for 
those teaching students with special needs were 

  The average number of schools providing sanitary 

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average.    
  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Koibatek, provision of sanitary towels - Baringo 
Central, teachers trained for special needs - 
Baringo Central, in service training for Class 2 
teachers - Baringo Central.

 Overall only 1 out of every 4 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Koibatek where 1 out of 3 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.   

26%COUNTY
AVERAGE   28COUNTY

RANK   

BARINGO

BARINGO

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Baringo Central 21% 20% 28% 27% 25% 18%

Baringo North 29% 15% 35% 21% 31% 17%

East Pokot 23% 27% 33%

Koibatek 29% 30% 40% 40% 33% 30%
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NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

BARINGO

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Baringo Central 21% 20% 28% 27% 25% 18%

Baringo North 29% 15% 35% 21% 31% 17%

East Pokot 23% 27% 33%

Koibatek 29% 30% 40% 40% 33% 30%

average. 

BOMET 

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, 
%)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Bomet 13% 18% 17% 21% 27% 22%

24% 16% 28% 21% 23% 32%

 Overall only 1 out of 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

of 4 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Bomet

of visit Bomet

day of visit

Bomet

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Bomet

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average.    

  Class 2 teacher in-service training was lower than the 

with teachers trained on special needs was higher than 

  The average number of schools in the county supplying 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - Bomet, 
provision of sanitary towels - Bomet, teachers trained 

21%COUNTY
AVERAGE   35COUNTY

RANK   

BOMET



NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average.
 The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

 Class 2 teacher in-service training and training for 
those teaching students with special needs were 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Bungoma South, provision of sanitary towels - Mt 
Elgon, teachers trained for special needs - Mt 
Elgon, in service training for Class 2 teachers - 
Bungoma North

 Overall only 1 out of every 4 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 
 The learning levels in Bungoma County were below the na average. 
 The best performing district in the county was Bungoma West where 3 out 
of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.

23%COUNTY
AVERAGE   32COUNTY

RANK   

BUNGOMA

BUNGOMA

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)
District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Bungoma East 22% 17% 24% 23% 33% 24%
Bungoma North 15% 19% 23% 25% 22% 22%
Bungoma South 13% 19% 17% 23% 22% 21%
Bungoma West 0% 26% 0% 32% 0% 32%
Mt Elgon 18% 16% 25% 27% 30% 31%

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school           
(6-13 yrs) Bungoma North

visit Bungoma East

of visit Bungoma South

Bungoma South

Children in pre-school (3-5 years) Bungoma West

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

Are Our Children Learning? | Literacy and Numeracy in Kenya | 2014    21   
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indicators. 

  The average number of schools in the 
county supplying sanitary towels, providing 
clean drinking water, and with Class 2 
teacher in-service training and training for 
those teaching students with special needs 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking 
water - Busia, provision of sanitary towels - 
Bunyala, teachers trained for special needs 
- Teso North, in service training for Class 2 
teachers - Teso North  

 Overall fewer than 1 out of every 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 
work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Bunyala where close to 3 out 
of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work

32%NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   17%COUNTY

AVERAGE   42COUNTY
RANK   

BUSIA

BUSIA

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Bunyala 18% 26% 20% 28% 25% 25%

Busia 17% 13% 23% 14% 23% 9%

Samia 23% 14% 25% 20% 23% 18%

Teso North 17% 21% 21% 21% 22% 18%

Teso South 20% 22% 26% 29% 22% 19%

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school 
(6-13 yrs) Busia

day of visit Bunyala

on day of visit Teso North

school Samia

Children in pre-school  (3-5 yrs) Teso North

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work



NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   
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32%

Elgeyo Marakwet’s performance was in line with the 

indicators. 

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school 
(6-13 yrs) 

Marakwet

of visit
Keiyo

day of visit
Marakwet

Marakwet

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Keiyo

  The average number of schools in the county with 
clean drinking water was slightly higher than the 

trained on special needs. 
  The average number of schools in the country 
providing sanitary towels was much lower than the 

  The average number of schools with Class 2 teacher 

average.     
  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - Keiyo, 
provision of sanitary towels - Marakwet, teachers 
trained for special needs - Keiyo, in service training for 
Class 2 teachers - Keiyo

 Overall  just under 3 out of 10 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 
work. 

average. 

 The best performing district in the county was Keiyo just over 1 out of 4 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

28%COUNTY
AVERAGE   2COUNTY

RANK   

ELGEYO-MARAKWET

ELGEYO 
MARAKWET

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division     
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Keiyo 29% 23% 42% 31% 33% 33%

Marakwet 24% 23% 33% 28% 27% 30%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

3
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AVERAGE   
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32%

EMBU

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school                
(6-13 yrs) 

Embu

visit
Embu

visit
Embu

Embu

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Mbeere 

  The average number of schools with Class 2 teacher in-

while training for those teaching students with special 

The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

The average number of schools with clean drinking 

  Mbeere was the best performing district in the county 
for clean drinking water, provision of sanitary towels, 
in service training for Class 2 teachers and training for 
teachers of students with special needs.

 Overall just over 1 out of every 3 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 
work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Mbeere where 1 out of 3 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

34%COUNTY
AVERAGE   15COUNTY

RANK   

EMBU

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Embu 28% 28% 35% 33% 27% 39%

Mbeere 22% 25% 33% 39% 39% 39%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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32%

The percentage of out of school children, however, was 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Lagdera

of visit Garissa

day of visit Garissa

Ijara

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Ijara

  The average number of schools supplying 
sanitary towels, with Class 2 teacher in-
service training and teachers trained on 
special needs were all higher than the 

 The average number of schools with clean 
drinking water was much lower than the 

 Garissa was the best performing district in the 
county for clean drinking water, provision of 
sanitary towels, in service training for Class 2 
teachers and training for teachers of students 
with special needs.

 Overall just over 1 out of 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

GARISSA
17%COUNTY

AVERAGE   42COUNTY
RANK   

GARISSA

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
40% 49% 21%

Ijara 5% 15% 7% 16% 7% 13%
Lagdera 5% 15% 8% 14% 6% 10%
Garissa 26% 29% 14%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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32%

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Rachuonyo

of visit Homabay & Rachuonyo

day of visit Rachuonyo

Homabay

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Suba

  Class 2 teacher in-service training and training 
for those teaching students with special needs 

 The average number of schools providing sanitary 

 The average number of schools with clean 
drinking water was slightly lower than the 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking 
water - Homabay, provision of sanitary towels 
- Homabay, teachers trained for special needs - 
Homabay, in service training for Class 2 teachers 
- Rachuonyo  

HOMABAY

 Overall just over 1 out of every 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 
work. 

The best performing district in the county was Homabay where just under 3 
out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

22%COUNTY
AVERAGE   34COUNTY

RANK   

HOMABAY

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Homabay 26% 30% 25%

Rachuonyo 24% 22% 28% 18% 27% 19%

Suba 24% 19% 20% 18% 42% 20%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Isiolo’s performance in terms of average pupil daily 

average. Similarly there were many more children out of 
school and less children in pre-school in Isiolo than the 

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Garbatulla

of visit Garbatulla

day of visit Garbatulla

Garbatulla

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Isiolo 

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

  The average number of schools with teachers 
trained on special needs was higher than the 

  The average number of schools in the county with 
clean drinking water and with Class 2 teacher in-

averages. 

 Isiolo was the best performing district in the county 
for clean drinking water, provision of sanitary towels, 
in service training for Class 2 teachers and training 
for teachers of students with special needs.

 Overall just over 1 out of every 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 
work. 

 The learning levels in Isiolo County were below the na average. 

 The best performing district in the county was Isiolo where 3 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

24%COUNTY
AVERAGE   30COUNTY

RANK   

ISIOLO

ISIOLO

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Garbatula 8% 13% 20%

Isiolo 12% 28% 16% 36% 16% 25%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Kajiado Central

of visit Kajiado Central

day of visit Kajiado North

Loitoktok

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Kajiado North

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary towels was 

  The average number of schools with Class 2 teacher in-service 

number of schools providing clean drinking water was slightly 

  Teachers trained on special needs were equivalent to the 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - Kajiado North, 
provision of sanitary towels - Kajiado North, teachers trained 
for special needs - Kajiado Central, in service training for Class 2 
teachers - Kajiado North

 Overall 1 out of every 2 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Kajiado North where 7 out of 
10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

KAJIADO
54%COUNTY

AVERAGE   2COUNTY
RANK   

KAJIADO

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kajiado Central 36% 36% 42% 40% 47% 29%
Kajiado North 73% 75% 76% 73% 63% 58%

Loitoktok 14% 24% 18% 26% 42% 22%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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KAKAMEGA

although there were slightly lower numbers of parents 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Mumias

of visit Kakemega Central

day of visit Lugari

Kakemega Central

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Kakamega East

  The average number of schools in the county with 
in service training for Class 2 teachers and clean 

average.

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 
towels and training for those teaching students 

averages. 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Kakamega Central, provision of sanitary towels 
- Lugari, teachers trained for special needs - 
Kakamega Central, in service training for Class 2 
teachers - Kakamega Central

 Overall only 1 out of every 4 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

The best performing district in the county was Kakamega Central where 3 
out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

24%COUNTY
AVERAGE   30COUNTY

RANK   

KAKAMEGA

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Butere 21% 18% 28% 30% 23% 18%
Kakamega Central 26% 26% 34% 32% 34% 33%
Kakamega East 20% 29% 18%
Kakamega North 15% 19% 21% 25% 21% 24%
Kakamega South 16% 24% 23% 30% 24% 26%
Lugari 18% 28% 21%
Mumias 21% 25% 26%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Kipkelion

of visit Kipkelion

day of visit Buret

Kericho

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Kipkelion

  The average number of schools in the county with 
Class 2 teacher in-service training was higher than the 

students with special needs was lower than the 

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

  The average number of schools with clean drinking 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - Buret 

- Kipkelion, in service training for Class 2 teachers - 
Kericho

 Overall  1 out of every 3 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 
 The learning levels in Kericho County were almost equivalent to the 

 The best performing district in the county was Buret where 4 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.

33%COUNTY
AVERAGE   16COUNTY

RANK   

KERICHO

KERICHO

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Buret 31% 37% 38% 38% 41% 45%
Kericho 25% 31% 27% 33% 19% 30%

Kipkelion 20% 25% 30%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work



NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   

Are Our Children Learning? | Literacy and Numeracy in Kenya | 2014    31   

32%

KIAMBU

Kiambu’s performance was much higher than the 

  The average number of schools in the county with clean 

 The average number of schools supplying sanitary         

 Class 2 teacher in-service training was on par with               

teaching students with special needs was slighly  

 Best performing districts: clean drinking water -                
Thika West where all schools provide clean drinking  
water, provision of sanitary towels - Thika East, teachers 
trained for special needs - Ruiru, in service training for Class 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Lari

of visit Thika West

day of visit Thika West

Lari

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Limuru

 Overall just under 1 out of 2 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 
 The learning levels in Kiambu County were much higher than the na
average. 
 The best performing district in the county was Limuru where just over 5 out of 
10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

47%COUNTY
AVERAGE   4COUNTY

RANK   

KIAMBU

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
do Class 2 Division      

(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Gatundu 47% 50% 48% 52% 37% 41%

Githunguri 49% 40% 48% 41% 59% 38%

Kiambu 61% 51% 63% 52% 42% 49%

Kikuyu 54% 53% 49% 51% 51% 48%

Lari 30% 47% 34% 57% 25% 47%

Limuru 40% 53% 39% 49% 42% 56%

Ruiru 47% 55% 41% 61% 36% 41%

Thika East 26% 36% 20%

Thika West 57% 45% 55% 53% 53% 43%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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KILIFI

KILIFI

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kaloleni 23% 46% 39% 50% 27% 41%

25% 38% 38% 47% 34% 25%

Malindi 29% 10% 42% 22% 28% 17%

 Overall just under 1 out of 3 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Kaloleni where almost 5 out 
of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.

  The average number of schools in the county 
providing sanitary towels and with Class 2 teacher 
in-service training were both higher than the 

  The average number of schools with training for 
those teaching students with special needs was 

  The average number of schools with clean 

average. 
  Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Malindi, provision of sanitary towels - Malindi, 
teachers trained for special needs - Kaloleni, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Malindi.

BEST PERFORMING DISTRICTS 

Children who are out of school              
(6-13 yrs) Malindi

visit Kaloleni

of visit Kaloleni

Malindi

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Malindi

NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   

COUNTY
AVERAGE   

COUNTY
RANK   32%32%17
Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work



Are Our Children Learning? | Literacy and Numeracy in Kenya | 2014    33   

NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Masaba

of visit Kisii South

day of visit Masaba

Kisii Central

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Gucha South

  The average number of schools in the 
county with Class 2 teacher in-service 
training, teachers trained on special needs, 
and schools supplying sanitary towels and 
clean drinking water were all lower than the 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking 
water - Masaba, provision of sanitary towels 
- Kisii South, teachers trained for special 
needs - Kisii Central, in service training for 
Class 2 teachers - Gucha

 Overall 3 out of 10 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Gucha where 1 out of 3 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

30%COUNTY
AVERAGE   20COUNTY

RANK   

KISII

KISII

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Gucha 28% 33% 36% 38% 41% 29%
Gucha South 8% 17% 16% 24% 27% 33%
Kisii Central 28% 30% 40% 37% 33% 25%
Kisii South 21% 11% 25% 19% 38% 30%
Masaba 39% 27% 44% 31% 31% 34%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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pre-school. 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Kisumu West

of visit Kisumu East

day of visit Kisumu East

Kisumu East

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Nyando

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average.

  Class 2 teacher in-service training and training for 
those teaching students with special needs were 

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Kisumu East, provision of sanitary towels 
- Nyando, teachers trained for special needs - 
Nyando, in service training for Class 2 teachers 
- Kisumu East

 Overall close to 3 out of 10 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Kisumu East where almost 4 
out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

31%COUNTY
AVERAGE   

KISUMU
19COUNTY

RANK   

KISUMU

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kisumu East 40% 45% 26%

Kisumu West 13% 12% 14% 19% 29% 32%

Nyando 21% 24% 23% 29% 42% 25%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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indicators. 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Kitui North

of visit Mwingi

day of visit Kitui North

Kyuso

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Kitui North

  The average number of schools in the county 
with Class 2 teacher in-service training 
and teachers trained on special needs, and  
supplying sanitary towels and clean drinking 

averages. 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking 

of sanitary towels - Mwingi, teachers trained 
for special needs - Kyuso, in service training 
for Class 2 teachers - Kyuso

 Overall only 1 out of 4 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Kitui North where 3 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

26%COUNTY
AVERAGE   28COUNTY

RANK   

KITUI

KITUI

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Kitui North 15% 26% 21% 27% 30% 40%
Kyuso 13% 5% 12% 10% 19% 13%
Mutomo 12% 18% 17% 30% 26% 33%
Mwingi 8% 18% 13% 39% 37% 29%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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There were also many more children out of school in 

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Kwale

of visit Kinango

day of visit Kwale

Kwale

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Kinango

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average.

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

  Class 2 teacher in-service training was higher  

those teaching students with special needs  

  Msambweni was the best performing district in the 
county for clean drinking water, provision of sanitary 
towels, in service training for Class 2 teachers and 
training for teachers of students with special needs.

 Overall just over 1 out of 4 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Msambweni where 3 out of 
10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

27%COUNTY
AVERAGE   26COUNTY

RANK   

KWALE

KWALE

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kinango 20% 27% 33%
Kwale 14% 30% 30%

Msambweni 12% 25% 25% 37% 42% 25%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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and average children out of school, which were both 

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school 
(6-13 yrs) 

Laikipia East

of visit
Laikipia East

day of visit
Laikipia West

Laikipia West

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Laikipia West

  The average number of schools in the county 
providing clean drinking water and sanitary towels 

  Class 2 teacher in-service training was higher 

teaching students with special needs was lower 

  Laikipia East was the best performing district in 
the county for clean drinking water, provision 
of sanitary towels, in service training for Class 2 
teachers and training for teachers of students with 
special needs.

 Overall just under 2 out of 5 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 
work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Laikipia West where 4 out 
of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

39%COUNTY
AVERAGE   7COUNTY

RANK   

LAIKIPIA

LAIKIPIA

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Laikipia East 39% 38% 51% 41% 48% 33%

Laikipia North 20% 21% 29% 31% 27% 21%

Laikipia West 25% 40% 28% 44% 42% 38%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

  Class 2 teacher in-service training and 
training for those teaching students with 
special needs were both higher than the 

  The average number of schools providing 
sanitary towels was much than the 

  The average number of schools in the 
county with clean drinking water was 

average.    

 Overall, less than 4 out of 10 Class 3 pupils were able to do Class 2 
work.

average.    

LAMU 

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
do Class 2 Division 

(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Lamu 27% 32% 44% 48% 34% 31%

37%COUNTY
AVERAGE   11COUNTY

RANK   

LAMU
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Mwala

of visit

day of visit Machakos

Machakos

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Mwala

  The average number of schools in the county 
with Class 2 teacher in-service training, 
teachers trained on special needs, and  
supplying sanitary towels and clean drinking 

averages. 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking 

special needs - Machakos in service training 
for Class 2 teachers - Machakos

 Overall 1 out of 3 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Machakos where more than 
4 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

MACHAKOS 

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kangundo 20% 20% 20% 28% 22% 24%

Machakos 42% 44% 44%

Mwala 29% 26% 37% 32% 34% 46%

16% 27% 21% 34% 26% 36%

37%COUNTY
AVERAGE   11COUNTY

RANK   

MACHAKOS
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

MAKUENI
27%COUNTY

AVERAGE   26COUNTY
RANK   

MAKUENI 

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kibwezi 19% 27% 26% 33% 18% 25%

Makueni 25% 33% 29% 38% 35% 35%

Mbooni 31% 21% 35% 29% 26% 30%

Nzaui 14% 14% 28%

although there were less children in pre-school.

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Mbooni

of visit Nzaui

day of visit Nzaui

Kibwezi

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Makueni

  The average number of schools in the county 
with clean drinking water and supplying sanitary 

averages.

  Class 2 teacher in-service training and training 
for those teaching students with special needs 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Mbooni, provision of sanitary towels - Makueni, 
teachers trained for special needs - Makueni, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Nzaui

 Overall just over 1 out of 4 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work.

out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 
 The best performing district in the county was Makueni where less than 4 
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

average.  

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Mandera Central

of visit Mandera West

day of visit Mandera Central

Mandera West

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Mandera Central

  The average number of schools in the county supplying 

  The average number of schools with clean drinking water 

  The average number of schools with Class 2 teacher in-
service training and training for those teaching students 

averages.

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - Mandera 
Central, provision of sanitary towels - Mandera West, 
teachers trained for special needs - Mandera West, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Mandera West

10%COUNTY
AVERAGE   46COUNTY

RANK   

MANDERA

 Overall 1 out of 10 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

average. 

 The best performing district in the county was Mandera West where just 
over 1 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

MANDERA

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Mandera 
Central 33% 9% 33% 8% 30% 9%

Mandera West 42% 16% 42% 17% 39% 6%
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

MARSABIT
18%COUNTY

AVERAGE   38COUNTY
RANK   

 Overall just under 1 out of 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work.

 The best performing district in the county was Moyale where 1 out of every 
4 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

MARSABIT 

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Chalbi 10% 10% 0%

Laisamis 6% 6% 9%

Marsabit 23% 15% 24% 21% 28% 18%

Moyale 12% 23% 19% 25% 17% 23%

  The average number of schools in the county 
supplying clean drinking water and sanitary towels 

 The average number of schools with Class 2 
teacher in-service training was much lower than 

teaching students with special needs was on par 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Marsabit, provision of sanitary towels - Marsabit, 
teachers trained for special needs - Marsabit, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Moyale

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Moyale

of visit Marsabit

day of visit Chalbi

Chalbi

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Moyale

there were far fewer children in pre-school aged 3 to 5 
years) and many more children out of school (aged 6 to 
13 years). 
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Tigania

of visit Tigania

day of visit Igembe

Meru Central

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs)

  The average number of schools in the county 
with clean drinking water and training for those 
teaching students with special needs were both 

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 
towels and with Class 2 teacher in-service training 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 

North, in service training for Class 2 teachers - 
Meru Central

42%COUNTY
AVERAGE   5COUNTY

RANK   

MERU

 Overall 4 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.

  MERU 

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Igembe 13% 30% 17% 30% 19% 32%

32% 58% 43% 75% 29% 43%

35% 48% 39% 63% 34% 56%

Meru Central 40% 45% 35%

Tigania 19% 22% 25% 32% 30% 27%
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

averages.

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Rongo

of visit Migori

day of visit Migori

Rongo

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Rongo

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average.

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

  Training for those teaching students with special 
needs and in service training for Class 2 teachers 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Kuria West, provision of sanitary towels - Kuria 
West, teachers trained for special needs - Kuria 
East, in service training for Class 2 teachers - 
Rongo

 Overall only 2 out of every 10 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 
work.

 The best performing district in the county was Rongo where 2 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

MIGORI 

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kuria East 12% 11% 15% 20% 16% 19%

Kuria West 18% 27% 11%

Migori 18% 18% 19% 16% 23% 19%

Rongo 21% 17% 21% 21% 30% 21%

18%COUNTY
AVERAGE   38COUNTY

RANK   

MIGORI
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

and there were more children in pre-school when 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Mombasa

of visit Mombasa

day of visit Kilindini

Kilindini

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Kilindini

  The average number of schools in the county 
providing sanitary towels, with Class 2 teacher 
in-service training and teachers trained on special 

almost reached 100%.

  The average number of schools with clean drinking 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Mombasa, provision of sanitary towels - Mombasa, 
teachers trained for special needs - Kilindini, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Kilindini

 Overall just under 4 out of every 10 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 
2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Mombasa where 4 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

MOMBASA 

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kilindini 0% 32% 0% 32% 0% 27%

Mombasa 67% 40% 69% 43% 64% 44%

38%COUNTY
AVERAGE   10COUNTY

RANK   

MOMBASA



46    Are Our Children Learning? | Literacy and Numeracy in Kenya | 2014

NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) 

Murang'a North & 
Murang'a South

of visit Murang'a North

day of visit Gatanga

Murang'a North

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Gatanga

  The average number of schools in the county with 
clean drinking water, training for those teaching 
students with special needs and supplying sanitary 

  The average number of schools with Class 2 
teacher in-service training was lower than the 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Gatanga, provision of sanitary towels - Murang’a 
North, teachers trained for special needs - 
Murang’a South, in service training for Class 2 
teachers - Murang’a South

 Overall 4 out of 10 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 work.

 The best performing district in the county was Murang’a North where 5 out 
of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

MURANG'A

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Gatanga 35% 33% 42% 36% 31% 36%

Murang’a North 35% 48% 35% 53% 33% 47%

Murang’a South 28% 40% 49%

42%COUNTY
AVERAGE   5COUNTY

RANK    

MURANG’A
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 The average number of schools in 
the county with clean drinking water, 
teachers trained on special needs, Class 
2 teacher in-service training and those 
supplying sanitary towels were all higher 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking 

provision of sanitary towels - Nairobi 
East, teachers trained for special needs 
- Nairobi North, in service training for 
Class 2 teachers - Nairobi West

52%COUNTY
AVERAGE   3COUNTY

RANK   

NAIROBI

NAIROBI

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Nairobi East 70% 58% 72% 50% 58% 44%

Nairobi North 51% 47% 42%

Nairobi West 61% 67% 48%

Westlands 77% 59% 54%

 Overall 1 out of every 2 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 work.

average. 
 The best performing district in the county was Westlands where 6 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of 
school (6-13 yrs) Nairobi East

on day of visit Westlands

Rate on day of visit Nairobi North

at school Westlands

Children in pre-school      
(3-5 yrs) Nairobi West

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work



NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%

average. 

  The average number of schools in the county 
providing clean drinking water and sanitary 

averages.
  The average number of schools with Class 2 
teacher in-service training was higher than the 

students with special needs was slightly lower 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Nakuru, provision of sanitary towels - Nakuru 
North, teachers trained for special needs - 
Nakuru, in service training for Class 2 teachers 
- Nakuru

 Overall just over 1 out of 3 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Nakuru North where almost 
5 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work

35%COUNTY
AVERAGE   14COUNTY

RANK   

NAKURU

NAKURU 

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Molo 23% 24% 33% 30% 32% 38%

Naivasha 33% 19% 45% 26% 22% 32%

Nakuru 31% 43% 32% 44% 35% 45%

Nakuru North 39% 44% 42% 58% 29% 40%

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school 
(6-13 yrs) 

Naivasha

day of visit
Nakuru North

Teacher Daily A
on day of visit

Nakuru North

school 
Molo and Nakuru

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Nakuru North

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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indicators although there were more children in 
pre-school.

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average.

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

  Class 2 teacher in-service training was higher 

teaching students with special needs was slightly 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Tinderet, provision of sanitary towels - Nandi East, 
teachers trained for special needs - Nandi East, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Nandi North

32%NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%COUNTY

AVERAGE   17COUNTY
RANK   

NANDI

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school 
(6-13 yrs) Nandi Central

day of visit Nandi North

on day of visit Nandi North

school Nandi East

Children in pre-school  (3-5 yrs) Nandi North

NANDI

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division 
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Nandi Central 25% 29% 33% 37% 28% 28%

Nandi East 21% 28% 29% 36% 31% 40%

Nandi North 30% 33% 36% 37% 45% 31%

Nandi South 30% 29% 40% 37% 51% 34%

Tinderet 19% 25% 24%

 Overall 1 out of every 4 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

The best performing district in the county was Nandi East where just over 1 
out of 3 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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although there were less children in pre-school.

  The average number of schools in the country 
supplying sanitary towels and with clean drinking 

averages.

  The average number of schools with Class 2 
teacher in-service training and teachers trained on 

averages.

 Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Narok North, provision of sanitary towels - Narok 
North, teachers trained for special needs - Narok 
South, in service training for Class 2 teachers - 
Trans Mara

 Overall only 1 out of every 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work.

 The best performing district in the county was Narok North where 1 out of 4 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.   

32%NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   20%COUNTY

AVERAGE   36COUNTY
RANK   

NAROK

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school 
(6-13 yrs) Trans Mara

day of visit Narok South

Teacher Daily A
on day of visit Narok North

school Narok North

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Trans Mara

NAROK

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Narok North 10% 23% 16% 32% 9% 23%

Narok South 24% 11% 27% 12% 26% 24%

Trans Mara 15% 14% 22% 19% 22% 21%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 Yrs) Bungoma North

of visit Bungoma East

day of visit Bungoma South

Bungoma South

Children aged 3-5 yrs in pre-school Bungoma West

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school         
(6-13 yrs) Nyamira

of visit Borabu

day of visit Borabu

Borabu

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Manga

although there were higher rates of pre-school 

  The average number of schools in the county 
with clean drinking water, Class 2 teacher in-
service training and supplying sanitary towels 

  The average number of schools with training 
for those teaching students with special needs 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking 
water - Nyamira, provision of sanitary towels 
- Manga, teachers trained for special needs - 
Manga, in service training for Class 2 teachers 
- Borabu

 Overall 3 out of every 10 children in Class 3 were was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The learning levels in Nyamira County were just below the na average.  

 The best performing district in the county was Borabu where 4 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

30%COUNTY
AVERAGE   20COUNTY

RANK   

NYAMIRA

NYAMIRA 

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Borabu 36% 41% 46%

Manga 36% 22% 45% 25% 43% 34%

Nyamira 25% 29% 31%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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AVERAGE   

COUNTY
AVERAGE   
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 Overall just under 1 out of 3 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work.  

average.
 The best performing district in the county was Nyandarua South where 4 
out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school         
(6-13 yrs) Nyndarua South

of visit Nyandarua South 

day of visit Nyandarua South 

Nyandarua North

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Nyandarua North

Nyandarua’s performance was in line with the 

indicators although there were more parents on 

average.

  The average number of schools in the county 
with clean drinking water was higher than the 

 The average number of schools supplying 
sanitary towels, with Class 2 teacher in-service 
training and with teachers trained on special 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Nyandarua North, provision of sanitary towels 
- Nyandarua North, teachers trained for special 
needs - Nyandarua South, in service training for 
Class 2 teachers - Nyandarua North

13COUNTY
RANK   

NYANDARUA

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

NYANDARUA

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Nyandarua 
North 34% 33% 42% 31% 37% 23%

Nyandarua 
South 9% 40% 13% 45% 32% 40%
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with an average of 4 out of 5 parents doing so 

Similarly there were much higher rates of 

  The average number of schools in the 
county supplying clean drinking water 
and sanitary towels were higher than the 

Class 2 teacher in-service training and 
training for those teaching students with 
special needs were both lower than the 

Data were not collected from Nyeri South 
in 2013.

 Overall just under 3 out of 5 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 work.

the best in the country. 

 The best performing district in the county was Nyeri North where just under 
6 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.

58%COUNTY
AVERAGE   1COUNTY

RANK   

NYERI

NYERI

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Nyeri North 48% 63% 63%

Nyeri South 42% 49% 42%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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number of children in pre-school which was well below 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school         
(6-13 yrs) Samburu Central

of visit Samburu Central

day of visit Samburu East

Samburu East

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Samburu Central

  The average number of schools in the 
county with clean drinking water, supplying 
sanitary towels, and with Class 2 teacher 
in-service training and teachers trained 
on special needs were all higher than the 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking 
water - Samburu Central, provision of 
sanitary towels - Samburu East, teachers 
trained for special needs - Samburu East, 
in service training for Class 2 teachers - 
Samburu East

 Overall just over 1 out of 10 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

average. 
 The best performing district in the county was Samburu Central where just 
over 1 out of 7 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

13%COUNTY
AVERAGE   45COUNTY

RANK   

SAMBURU

SAMBURU

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Samburu 
Central 

24% 16% 28% 17% 29% 13%

Samburu East 14% 8% 24% 12% 17% 2%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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  The average number of schools in the county 
with clean drinking water and supplying sanitary 

averages.

 Class 2 teacher in-service training was higher than 

teaching students with special needs was on par 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Siaya, provision of sanitary towels - Bondo, 
teachers trained for special needs - Bondo, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Siaya

 Overall just under 1 out of 4 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work.

 The best performing district in the county was Siaya where 1 out of 4 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

23%COUNTY
AVERAGE   32COUNTY

RANK   

SIAYA

SIAYA

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Bondo 27% 13% 31% 13% 27% 29%
Rarieda 13% 12% 14% 19% 13% 25%
Siaya 18% 30% 29%

The County had more children in pre-school as 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Rarieda

of visit Siaya

day of visit Rarieda

Siaya

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Bondo

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Taveta

of visit Taveta

day of visit Taveta

Taita

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Taita

Taita Taveta’s performance was in line with the 

indicators. 

TAITA TAVETA

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average, as was the average number of schools 
supplying sanitary towels.

 The average number of schools with Class 2 teacher 

average.
 Training for those teaching students with special 

average.
 Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Taveta, provision of sanitary towels - Taveta, teachers 
trained for special needs - Taita, in service training 
for Class 2 teachers - Taveta

 Overall only 3 out of 10 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Taita where 3 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

22COUNTY
RANK   29%COUNTY

AVERAGE   

TAITA TAVETA

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Taita 39% 32% 53% 36% 44% 27%

Taveta 20% 17% 38% 26% 40% 22%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school         
(6-13 yrs) Tana Delta

of visit Tana River

day of visit Tana River

Tana Delta

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Tana Delta

  The average number of schools in the county 

  The average number of schools with clean drinking 

  Class 2 teacher in-service training was lower 

teaching students with special needs was on par 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - 
Tana River, provision of sanitary towels - Tana Delta, 
teachers trained for special needs - Tana Delta, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Tana Delta

 Overall fewer than 1 out of every 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 
work.

 The best performing district in the county was Tana Delta where just over 1 
out of 4 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

18%COUNTY
AVERAGE   38COUNTY

RANK   

TANA RIVER

TANA RIVER

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Tana Delta 15% 21% 40% 33% 32% 27%

Tana River 17% 9% 27% 22% 23% 7%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Tharaka Nithi’s performance was in line with the 

average.

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Meru South

of visit Maara

day of visit Maara

Tharaka

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Tharaka

 The average number of schools in the county with 

average.
 The average number of schools with Class 2 
teacher in-service training was lower than the 

 Provision of sanitary towels and teachers trained 
on special needs in the county were on par with 

 Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Maara, provision of sanitary towels - Tharaka, 
teachers trained for special needs - Meru South, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Maara

 Overall just under 2 out of every 5 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 
work. 

The best performing district in the county was Maara where 1 out of 2 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

39%COUNTY
AVERAGE   7COUNTY

RANK   

THARAKA-NITHI

THARAKA NITHI

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Maara 49% 39% 44%

Meru South 35% 32% 28% 36% 38% 35%
Tharaka 37% 32% 33% 25% 35% 33%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work



Are Our Children Learning? | Literacy and Numeracy in Kenya | 2014    59   

NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

Trans Nzoia’s performance was in line with the 

indicators. 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Trans Nzoia West

of visit Kwanza

day of visit Trans Nzoia East

Trans Nzoia East

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Trans Nzoia East

  The average number of schools in the county with 

average.

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

  Class 2 teacher in-service training was on par with 

students with special needs was lower than the 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water - Trans 
Nzoia West, provision of sanitary towels - Kwanza, 
teachers trained for special needs - Trans Nzoia West, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Trans Nzoia West.

 Overall just under 3 out of 10 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Trans Nzoia East where 3 out 
of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

TRANS NZOIA

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Kwanza 14% 18% 20% 23% 19% 21%

Trans Nzoia  
East 17% 28% 28% 39% 26% 28%

Trans Nzoia 
West 19% 30% 29% 37% 42% 27%

28%COUNTY
AVERAGE   23COUNTY

RANK   

TRANS NZOIA
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children being out of school.

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Turkana Central

of visit Turkana Central

day of visit Turkana South

Turkana Central

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Turkana Central

  The average number of schools in the county 
providing sanitary towels, with clean drinking 
water, and with Class 2 teacher in-service 

averages. 

  The average number of schools with teachers 
trained on special needs was on par with the 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Turkana Central, provision of sanitary towels 
- Turkana Central, teachers trained for special 
needs - Turkana Central, in service training for 
Class 2 teachers - Turkana South

 Overall fewer than 1 out of 7 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work.

 The best performing district in the county was Turkana Central where just 
under 2 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

14%COUNTY
AVERAGE   44COUNTY

RANK   

TURKANA

TURKANA

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Turkana Central 13% 18% 9% 15% 16% 23%
Turkana North 13% 13% 13%

Turkana South 4% 10% 4% 12% 4% 14%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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UASIN GISHU

Uasin Gishu’s performance was in line with the 

indicators. However the county average for children in 

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Eldoret West

of visit Eldoret East

day of visit Eldoret West

Eldoret West

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Eldoret East

  The average number of schools in the county 
with clean drinking water, Class 2 teacher 
in-service training and teachers trained on 

averages. 

  The average number of schools supplying 

average.

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Eldoret West, provision of sanitary towels - 
Eldoret West, teachers trained for special needs 
- Eldoret East, in service training for Class 2 
teachers - Eldoret West

 Overall just under 2 out of 4 children in Class 3 were able to do Class 2 work. 

The best performing district in the county was Eldoret East where just under 
5 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

39%COUNTY
AVERAGE   7COUNTY

RANK   

UASIN GISHU

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Eldoret East 41% 52% 51% 60% 24% 30%
Eldoret West 35% 45% 45%
Wareng 39% 29% 49% 32% 42% 30%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school        
(6-13 yrs) Vihiga

of visit Hamisi

day of visit Emuhaya

Vihiga

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Emuhaya

indictors. 

  The average number of schools in the county 

  The average number of schools with clean 

average.
  Class 2 teacher in-service training was higher 

teaching students with special needs was just 

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- Vihiga, provision of sanitary towels - Emuhaya, 
teachers trained for special needs - Emuhaya, in 
service training for Class 2 teachers - Hamisi

 Overall only 1 out of every 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Hamisi where 2 out of 10 
children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work. 

VIHIGA
19%COUNTY

AVERAGE   37COUNTY
RANK   

VIHIGA

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division      
(average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Emuhaya 19% 17% 24% 22% 24% 20%
Hamisi 17% 14% 20% 21% 21% 26%
Vihiga 16% 21% 16%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work
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Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

BARINGO

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Baringo Central 21% 20% 28% 27% 25% 18%

Baringo North 29% 15% 35% 21% 31% 17%

East Pokot 23% 27% 33%

Koibatek 29% 30% 40% 40% 33% 30%

  The average number of schools in the county 
with training for those teaching students 
with special needs and supplying sanitary 

averages. 
  The average number of schools with clean 
drinking water and Class 2 teacher in-service 

averages.
  Best performing districts: clean drinking 
water - Wajir East, provision of sanitary 
towels - Wajir East, teachers trained for 
special needs - Wajir West, in service training 
for Class 2 teachers - Wajir North

apart from having a higher percentage of children out 
of school and a lower percentage of children aged 3-5 

 Overall fewer than 1 out of every 5 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 
work. 

 The best performing district in the county was Wajir South where just under 
3 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.  

WAJIR

 Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 
2 English Story 
(Average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can read Class 2 
Kiswahili Story 

(Average, %)

Class 3 pupils 
who can do 

Class 2 Division     
(Average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013
Wajir East 5% 8% 8% 7% 7% 11%
Wajir North 11% 19% 9% 25% 10% 23%
Wajir South 28% 29% 27%
Wajir West 14% 18% 16% 21% 17% 23%

18%COUNTY
AVERAGE   38COUNTY

RANK   

WAJIR

Best Performing Districts 
Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) Wajir East

of visit Wajir East

day of visit Wajir South

Wajir East

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) Wajir North
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NATIONAL 
AVERAGE   32%

Class 3 pupils who can do Class 2 work

WEST POKOT
28%COUNTY

AVERAGE   23COUNTY
RANK   

 Overall just under 3 out of 10 children in Class 3 was able to do Class 2 
work. 

The best performing district in the county was Pokot North where just 
under 4 out of 10 children in Class 3 could do Class 2 work.

WEST POKOT 

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 English 
Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who can 
read Class 2 Kiswahili 

Story (average, %)

Class 3 pupils who 
can do Class 2 

Division (average, %)

District 2011 2013 2011 2013 2011 2013

Pokot Central 37% 18% 43% 24% 21% 29%

Pokot North 35% 33% 40% 42% 30% 34%

West Pokot 25% 27% 41% 33% 34% 24%

  The average number of schools in the county with 
clean drinking water, Class 2 teacher in-service 
training and teachers trained on special needs 

  The average number of schools supplying sanitary 

average.

  Best performing districts: clean drinking water 
- West Pokot, provision of sanitary towels -West 
Pokot, teachers trained for special needs - Pokot 
Central, in service training for Class 2 teachers - 
West Pokot

Best Performing Districts 

Children who are out of school
(6-13 yrs) 

Pokot Central

of visit
West Pokot

day of visit
Pokot North

Pokot North

Children in pre-school (3-5 yrs) West Pokot

of the number of children out of school, as compared to the 
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METHODOLOGY
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SELECTING DISTRICTS, ENUMERATION 
AREAS AND HOUSEHOLDS

Sample

Reached and assessed 
children

Areas (EA)

Areas (EA)

Process re-check

Aspect
Uwezo
2011

Uwezo
2013
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TESTING TOOLS AND PROCESSES

Stakeholder buy in

samples

Pilots and pre-tests

Reviewing tests

District-wide pilot

Aspect 2011 2013
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TESTING ENGLISH AND KISWAHILI 
READING AND COMPREHENSION

How to assess reading and what criteria to use to categorize children

START FROM HERE

SET OF WORDS (MANENO)

PARAGRAPH (AYA)

STORY (HADITHI)

LETTERS / SILABI

 Ask the child to read any paragraph. Listen carefully when the child reads
 The child may read slowly
 But as long as s/he is reading the text like s/he is reading a sentence rather than a string of words, categorize 

her/him as a “para level” child.

 
he does not choose, then point out the words to her/him

 
paragraph again

 
paragraph.

 If a child does not read the story 

child as a “para level” child

 
with ease, mark her/ him   as   a   
“story   level”   child. Let the child 

 

 
 
 

child.

level” child. Then you should take the child one level lower and ask her/him to read words

Once you have decided that this child 
is a “para” level child, ask the child to 
read the story.

(silabi)
(maneno) (aya) (hadithi) (aya) (hadithi) or 

(maneno)
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TESTING NUMERACY

START FROM HERE

ADDITION

SUBTRACTION

MULTIPLICATION

DIVISION

PLACE VALUE

NUMBER RECOGNITION

COUNT AND MATCH

 
 Point to the minus sign and ask “what do you have to do?” If the child knows what to do, ask her/him to write and  

solve the task. He/she can choose. If not, you can point. Watch while s/he solves it

 

 Watch while s/he solves it
 
 If the child does not know what to do, DO NOT EXPLAIN TO THEM WHAT TO DO. Take them to the place 

value task.

 

“what do you have to do?”
 

child
 If the child knows what to do, ask her/

him to write and solve the task s/he can 
choose. If not, you can point.

 Watch while s/he solves it
 If s/he correctly does two out of three 

tasks then show him/her the division 
task.

 Show the child the division tasks.
 Point to the division sign and ask “what 

do you have to do?”
 

division task or is unable to do it, then 

 If the child knows what to do, ask her/
him to write and solve the tasks. S/he 
can choose the task. If not, you can point

 Watch while s/he solves it
 If s/he correctly does two out of three 

tasks then mark the child as a division 
child.

 Show the child the pair of numbers
 
 

him as a ‘greater than’ child
 

 Show the child the numbers 11-99
 
 
 

 Show the child the balls and numbers 1-9.
 Ask the child to count any of the balls and match them with the corresponding number.
 If s/he can correctly count and match 4 out of 5 balls mark her/him as a ‘count and match’ child.
 If s/he cannot correctly count and match 4 out of 5 sets of balls, then mark them as a ‘nothing’ child

If the child does not know what to do, DO NOT EXPLAIN TO THEM WHAT TO DO. If s/he correctly does two out of three tasks then show him/her the 

The Bonus Test

Each child aged 6-16 years was given the bonus test, regardless of her or his literacy or 
numeracy competency level, or whether in or out of school. In 2013, knowledge of the 
name and the parts of a tree was tested.
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SAMPLING FOR 2013  

The selection formulae

 

Pc = 
C

HH

Ph

HH 

Weighting of the data
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1
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4
5
6
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12
13
14
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16
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20
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27

29
30
31
32
33
34
35

APPENDIX 1: OUR PARTNERS
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37
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59
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69
70
71
72 LOITOKTOK

73
74
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76
77

Nomad to Nomad
79

90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107

109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
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119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127

129

130 TAITA
131
132
133
134
135
136
137

139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147

149
150
151
152
153
154
155
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