World Press Freedom Day 2021
Ugandan citizens’ experiences and opinions on the media

This data packet presents citizens’ experiences and opinions on the media in Uganda. The data comes from Twaweza’s Sauti za
Wananchi survey, a nationally-representative, high-frequency mobile phone panel survey of public opinion and citizens’
experiences. Further details are available from www.twaweza.org/sauti.
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Insight 2. Citizens have more trust in what they hear on radio than information from other sources

Six out of ten citizens (61%) report that they trust completely information heard on the radio. This is more than informationfrom
any other type of source, and consistent with 2019. This is followed by information seen on TV, trusted by close to half (45%). The
number of citizens who trust completely information obtained from other sources has fallen.
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Insight 3. Most citizens say people should be free to criticise
leaders, but a growing number say they are not free to do so
in practice

Large majorities of citizens say people should be free to
criticise their MP (94%), government (89%) and the
President (84%). These figures are largely unchanged since
2019.

However, a growing number say that in practice they are not
free to criticise leaders. Six out of ten citizens (58%) say they
are not free in practice to criticise the President, up from
three out of ten (27%) in 2017. Similarly, fewer citizens now
say they are free to criticise the government in general than
in previous years.

The number of citizens who feel able to criticise their MP is
more stable, remaining at just over half (55%) down very
slightly from 2017 and 2019 (59%).
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Source: Sauti za Wananchi, round 18 (Oct-Dec 2020), r12 (Sep-Oct 2019) and r2 (Nov 2017)

Insight 4. Support for freedom of the press has grown a little
over the past year

A majority of citizens (57%) say the media should be able to
publish without government control, preferring this
statement over the alternative, that the government should
have the right to control what the media can publish.

Similarly, a majority (61%) say that anybody should be
allowed to become a journalist, rather than this being a
licenced profession under government control. A majority
(63%) also say that TV and radio should be able to broadcast
their own news programmes, rather than being required to
broadcast news produced by government.

In all these cases, support for freedom of the press has
grown a little over the past year.

Insight 5. Public support for freedom of expression is strong,
and growing

Large majorities of citizens prefer statements in support of
freedom of expression over statements that favour
restrictions. Eight out of ten citizens (77%) say the media
should constantly report on government mistakes and
corruption (77%), preferring this to the view that negative
reporting is harmful. Similarly, most (80%) say that citizens
should be allowed to criticise national leaders since it helps
prevent mistakes, leaving two out of ten (20%) who prefer
the alternative: that freedom to criticise leaders is harmful.
Most also believe that government should be able to restrict
access to information only on national security matters (72%).

On balance, across these cases, support for freedom of
expression has increased since 2019.
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Which statement do you agree with more?

The media should have the right
to publish views and ideas without
government control

Government should have the right
to prevent the media publishing
things it considers harmful

54% ELIFA
57% [JEELS
Freedom of speechisa human Journalism should be licensed,
right, so anybody should be with government deciding
allowed to become a journalist who can be a journalist
57% EERE
1%

TV, radio should be required to
broadcast daily news programmes
produced by government
58% MFES
63% BEXES

TV, radio should be free to
produce and broadcast their
OWN NewWs programmes

Source: Sauti za Wananchi, round 18 (Oct-Dec 2020) and r12 (Sep-Oct 2019

Which statement do you agree with more?

The news media should constantly
investigate and report on gov't
mistakes, corruption

Reporting negative things like
government mistakes and
corruption, only harms the country
80% A
77% WEE]

Criticism of leaders is a
bad thing, it undermines
respect and unity
72% ez
80% s

Criticism of leaders is a good
thing, it helps stop them from
making big mistakes

Governmentt should be able to
restrict access to any info, even if this

allows it to cover up wrongdoin
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Government should only be
able to restrict access to info
that is vital to national security

Source: Sauti za Wananchi, round 18 (Oct-Dec 2020) and r12 (Sep-Oct 2019





