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1. Support for Media Freedom among citizens of Kenya, Tanzania 
and Uganda

2. How are digital sources changing the media landscape?

3. Who do citizens trust most to provide them with information?

4. What role does the media play at critical moments – elections, 
pandemics, etc?

5. What role does the media have in democratic strengthening?
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Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2019-2020

Uganda: From each pair of statements, which do you agree with more?



Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Survey, 2017

Tanzania: From each pair of statements, which do you agree with more?



Source: Afrobarometer Public Opinion Surveys, 2005-2021

Which statement do you agree with more?



Source: Afrobarometer Public Opinion Surveys, 2005-2021

Which statement do you agree with more?



Source: Afrobarometer Public Opinion Surveys, 2019-2021

In your view, how free is the media in this country to report and 
comment on the news without government interference?



2



Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2013-2020

Which media is your main source of information?



Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Survey, 2018

Kenya: % who did the following at least once in the previous week:



Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, Kenya 2018 and Uganda 2021

Kenya: % who did the following at least once in the previous week:
Uganda: Do you use the internet / are 

you a member of social networking site?



Source: Afrobarometer Public Opinion Surveys, 2019-2021

Overall, do you think that the effects of social 
media on society are mostly positive or negative?

Do you agree or disagree: Social media helps 
people have more impact on political processes?



Source: Afrobarometer Public Opinion Surveys, 2019-2021

Do you agree or disagree: Social media makes 
people more likely to believe false news?

Agree or disagree: Social media makes people more 
intolerant of those with different political opinions?



Source: Afrobarometer Public Opinion Surveys, 2019-2021

Should unrestricted access to the internet and social media 
be protected, or should this be regulated?
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Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2020-2021

% who trust "completely" information
from the following sources:

% who trust “very much" information
from the following sources:



Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2016-2020

Tanzania: % who trust "completely" 
information from the following sources:
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Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2020

Uganda: What has been your main source of information about 
Covid-19? Which was the most useful / most trustworthy?



Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2016-2020

Tanzania: From which of the following sources 
have you heard about vaccines against Covid-19?



Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2021-22

Kenya: Which of the following have been your sources of 
information/news over the last four weeks on election matters?
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Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2016 (Tz) and 2017 (Ke)

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements?



Source: Sauti za Wananchi Mobile Phone Panel Surveys, 2016 (Tz) and 2017 (Ke)

% who say the following are "very important"  as characteristics of democracy:

Kenya (2017)

Tanzania (2016)

Citizens are free to criticise 
the govt when they think it 

has done wrong

Strong, independent 
institutions monitor the govt 

to ensure it is doing its job

Info about what the govt is 
doing, including the budget, is 

easily available to citizens

The media is able to 
operate independently
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