Rainwater harvesting:

Ugandan citizens’ experiences

This brief explores the issue of water supplies, with a particular focus on rainwater harvesting, in the experience of Ugandan citizens.
The data comes from Twaweza’s Sauti za Wananchi survey, a nationally-representative, high-frequency mobile phone panel survey
of public opinion and citizens’ experiences. Further details are available from www.twaweza.org/sauti.
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Insight 5. 3 out of 4 households collect rain water, mainly from rooftops

Nationally, three out of four households (74%) collect rainwater, though the figure is higher in Central Region (89%) and Wegern
Region (89%) and lower in Northern Region (41%). In all regions, the vast majority of rainwater collection is via rooftop catthment.

The most common forms of storage for this water are jerrycans (40%), though others use a variety of vessels including tanks 20%),
basins (14%), saucepans (13%) and buckets (9%). There are some variations in this pattern in different regions.

Half of all households (48%) either do not harvest rainwater or are able to store only 20 litres or less.
One out of ten households (10%) can store over 200 litres, rising to two out of ten households (22%) in Central Region. Veryfew

households in Northern Region (3%) or Eastern Region (5%) are able to store over 200 litres of rainwater.

Do you harvest rain water? If so, how? And what type of storage do you use?
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Insight 6. In most cases, household rainwater storage provides How long does that rain water you collect last?
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